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EDUCATION University of Minnesota Twin Cities 

B.Sc in Chemistry 2011-15 
 

Illinois Institute of Technology 
IntroArch Grad Prep Workshop Summer 2017 

 
SpeculativeEdu 
Workshop Participant 2019- 

 

My nontraditional voyage into the world of art and design is attributed to my growing 
sense of curiosity and creativity. Studying chemistry provided me a solid grounding in 
the scientific process and gave me confidence to experiment. In 2017 I considered 
becoming an architect, and learned from friends and mentors in the field with 
admiration but ultimately decided that is not the path for me. In the spring of 2019 I 
joined SpeculativeEdu for a workshop in Maribor, which since ignited my interest in 
speculative and critical design. 

 
Over the years, I have been applying lessons learned to my developing practice,
Astro Afro Studio. Astro Afro Studio is a design practice that addresses the present and 
future threats to social equality and environmental sustainability by weaponizing art, 
design, and technology in a creative, subversive manner. Recently attended workshops 
and conferences include:  

 
LaFargeHolcim Forum for Sustainable Construction in Cairo April 2019 
Future Friends SpeculativeEdu Workshop in Maribor April 2019 
Hackers & Designers Summer Academy in Amsterdam July 2019 
NeoRural Futures SpeculativeEdu Workshop in Rome September 2019 
Black in Design: Black Futurism at Harvard GSD October 2019 

 
RESEARCH Ozinga Research & Development Lab Chicago, IL

Materials Researcher  August 2017 - August 2019 
● Analyzed cement, fly ash, slag and other raw materials to assess 

chemical composition and compatibility. 
● Proposed green alternatives to carbon ++++ concrete mix designs. 
● Kept updated with novel research by reading academic articles, 

attending conferences, and obtaining relevant certifications.  
 

The Funambulist Chicago, IL 
Contributor September 2019 

● The Funambulist is a bimonthly magazine that engages with the 
politics of space and bodies. 

● Contributor to the book “Political Geographies from Chicago and 
Elsewhere” commissioned for the 2019 Chicago Architecture 
Biennial. 

● Recommended other Chicago-based activists submit their work. 



(Untitled) for BlkHaus Studio Chicago, IL 
Freelance Researcher 2018 

● Investigated the financial and social impact that makerspaces and 
design studios have on their immediate geographic surroundings. 

● Referenced existing precedents to examine the potential for 
design-driven community revitalization on the South and West 
sides of Chicago. 

 
ART Experimentalism Chicago, IL 

Participating Artist July-August 2019 
● Exhibited my wire artwork as one of three artists in this exhibition 

curated by the Phantom Gallery. 
● Held an all-ages workshop on my process of making during the 

programming of this show.  
 

MSI Black Creativity Juried Art Exhibition 2019 Chicago, IL 
Participating Artist January 2019 

● Two selected artworks displayed during this longest running 
exhibition of African-American art in the nation. 

 
Overton School Activation Chicago, IL 
Co-Organizer & Participating Artist Summer 2018 

● Facilitated a series of public engagements at a former elementary 
school in the Bronzeville neighborhood, under the direction of urban 
designer Paola Aguirre. 

● Participated also as an artist in two of the classroom activations.
 

FUTURES Black Futurism 2019 Cambridge, MA 
Panel Moderator & Workshop Organizer October 2019 

● Hosted at Harvard Graduate School of Design, the 2019 Black in 
Design conference was titled “Black Futurism: Creating a More 
Equitable Future” 

● Moderated the panel “Black Power Meets the Digital: Equity & 
Justice in Technology and Media” 

● Organized a two-day workshop with BlackSpace that utilized a 
worldbuilding exercise and tools from speculative design. 

 
Burnham Lakefront Arts & Culture Initiative Chicago, IL 
Freelance Futurist 2018 

● Situated on the former Michael Reese Hospital site exists over 100 
acres of vacant lakefront property just minutes from Downtown and 
adjacent to the historically Black neighborhood of Bronzeville. 

● This speculative megadevelopment seeks to reference the artistic 
and cultural legacy of Bronzeville. 

● Freelance research functioned to assist Farpoint Development with 
the artistic and cultural layer of this project. 

Bronzeville 3D Rendering Chicago, IL 
Freelance Designer 2018 

● Produced several 3D renderings for a Bronzeville-based client. 
● Prior to renovating a single-family home, he contacted me to help 

visualize potential facade and landscaping adjustments. 


